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Number of Confirmed Cases as 

of October 8, 2020 

Globally: 36,212,651 

United States: 7,551,428 

 

Number of Confirmed Deaths as 

of October 8, 2020 

Globally: 1,056,744 

United States: 211,844 

Source: Johns Hopkins University 

COVID-19 Tracker 
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https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html




Scathing Critique of the Trump 
Administration’s  

 Pandemic Response 
“The American people have witnessed what is the 

greatest failure of any presidential administration in the 
history of our country. And here are the facts: 210,000 

dead people in our country in just the last several 
months, over 7 million people who have contracted this 
disease. One in five businesses closed. We’re looking 

at frontline workers who have been treated like 
sacrificial workers. We are looking at 30 million people 

who, in the last several months, had to file for 
unemployment… They were informed that it is lethal in 
consequence, that it is airborne, that it will affect young 

people, and that it would be contracted because it is 
airborne. And they knew what was happening, and they 

didn’t tell you.” 

-Senator Kamala Harris 





Source: APM Research Lab 2020. The color of coronavirus: COVID-19 deaths by race and 

ethnicity in the U.S.  



. . .while COVID-19 is 

indiscriminate in its 

transmission, its propagation 

within a society steeped in 

structural racism will 

undoubtedly, as we are already 

beginning to see, lead to 

disproportionate impacts among 

marginalized racial groups in 

this country. 

“ 

” 
Source: “Racism in the Time of COVID-19” 

IAPHS Blog, April 9, 2020  

Racism in the Time of COVID-19 



Source: Sealy-Jefferson et 

al. 2020 

Racism is the United States’ “Pre-
Existing Condition” 



Dr. Camara Jones’ Definition of 
Racism 

A system of structuring opportunity and 
assigning value based on the social interpretation 
of how one looks (which is what we call “race”), 
that: 

1. Unfairly disadvantages some individuals and communities 

 

2. Unfairly advantages other individuals and communities 

 

3. Saps the strength of the whole society through the waste of 
human resources 

Source: Jones 2011 



Separate and Unequal 
Racial Residential Segregation in the United 

States 



• The Home Owners’ Loan Corporation (1934-1968):  
• Created an inventory of all residential areas in the U.S. to assist banks in 

making loans 
• Color-coded denial or limitation of financing/refinancing to certain neighborhoods based 

on racial/ethnic composition  Blacks, Foreign-Born Whites (Poles, Italians), Jews 

• Hundred secret maps of “residential security” (used widely including by the Federal 
Housing Administration)  

A – 1st Grade (green) 
Free of black & foreign-
born white residents. 

Lenders encouraged to 
offer max amount 

B – 2nd Grade (blue) 
Lenders advised to 
make loans 10-15% 

below max 

C – 3rd Grade (yellow) 
Subject to “infiltration 

of a  lower grade 
population” 

D – 4th Grade (red) 
Lenders often refused 
loans. Often closest to 
downtown, or next to 
factories or railroad 

tracks 

Separate and Unequal 
Racial Residential Segregation in the United 

States 



Separate and Unequal 
Racial Residential Segregation in the United 

States 



 







 
 

50+ Years Later… 







“From the outset, the war could have been waged primarily in 
overwhelmingly white suburbs or on college campuses. SWAT 

teams could have rappelled from helicopters in gated suburban 
communities and raided the homes of high school lacrosse 

players known for hosting coke and extasy parties after their 
games… All of this could have happened as a matter of routine 

in white communities but it did not…” 
 

“The hyper-segregation of the Black poor in ghetto communities 
has made the roundup easy. Confined to ghetto areas and 

lacking political power, the black poor are convenient targets… 
The enduring racial isolation of the ghetto poor has made them 

uniquely vulnerable to the War on Drugs. What happens to 
them does not directly affect the privileged beyond the ghetto’s 

invisible walls.” 







 
 
 

COVID-19 in 
Context  

Racism, Segregation, and Racial 
Inequities in Philadelphia 







Early Timeline of COVID-19 in 
Philadelphia 

Mar 10 

City of 
Philadelphia 
Reports 1st 

COVID-19 Case 

Mar 23 

City of 
Philadelphia 
Issues Stay 

at Home 
Order 

Mar 30-31 

Shift in 
Racial 

Distribution 
of COVID-
19 Cases 

Apr 14-17 

Black 
Doctors 

Consortium 
Begins 

COVID-19 
Testing 

May 1 

COVID-19 
Testing 

Expanded 
to FQHCs 



Racism, Segregation, and COVID-19 
Racial Inequities in COVID-19 in Philadelphia 

Source: PDPH Safer at Home Report, June 2020 



Racism, Segregation, and COVID-19 
Research Approach 

Study 

Period 



Adapted from Powell JA 2008. Structural Racism: Building 

upon the Insights of John Calmore. 

Interlocking Systems Amplify 

Exposure and Transmission in 

Racially Segregated Communities 

Racism, Segregation, and COVID-19 
Applying Critical Race Theory and Systems 

Thinking 



Racism, Segregation, and COVID-19 
A Descriptive Spatial Analysis in Philadelphia 

ZIP Code ICE Rank % NH Black Cases per 10,000 

5 Most Segregated ZIP Codes       

19150 (Most Segregated) 1 93.6 159.6 

19138 2 91.6 138.6 

19132 3 90.6 153.4 

19139 4 87.0 157.6 

19151 5 87.1 147.4 

5 Least Segregated ZIP Codes       

19106 42 8.1 43.4 

19154 43 8.5 101.0 

19125 44 3.9 70.1 

19127 45 9.4 44.4 

19137 (Least Segregated) 46 2.3 44.8 

151.3  
Cases per 10,000 

74.3  
Cases per 10,000 

The COVID-19 rate in the most segregated 

neighborhoods in Philadelphia is 23 percent 

higher than the city overall and  

Two times the rate of the least segregated 

neighborhoods Source: Barber S, Headen I, Branch B, Tabb L, Yadeta K. Drexel University 

Urban Health Collaborative; June 2020. 



Source: APM Research Lab 2020. The color of coronavirus: COVID-19 deaths by race and 

ethnicity in the U.S.  



“Embodied” Racism 

“But all our phrasing—race relations, racial chasm, 
racial justice, racial profiling, white privilege, even 

white supremacy—serves to obscure that racism is 
a visceral experience, that it dislodges brains, 

blocks airways, rips muscle, extracts organs, cracks 
bones, breaks teeth. You must never look away 
from this. You must always remember that the 

sociology, the history, the economics, the graphs, 
the charts, the regressions all land, with great 

violence, upon the BODY.” 

― Ta-Nehisi Coates, Between the World and Me  
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